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1st December 2025 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
 
Re: Cost of school meals – Year 3 / 4 / 5 / 6 
 
We wrote to you in July to advise that the cost of school dinners from September 2025 would be 
increasing from £2.75 to £2.90 per meal for children in Key Stage 2.  
 
Unfortunately, due to an error in the payment system this increase has not been implemented 
and meals have continued to be charged at last year’s rate of £2.75 per meal, despite the 
school continuing to be charged £2.90 per meal. 
 
Due to additional charges now being implemented from the catering provider, the Governors 
and Senior Leadership Team have reviewed the charges and have taken the decision to 
increase the meal charge to £3 per meal. We are very sorry to have to take this decision 
however, the school is currently subsidising the cost of meals through its budget and 
unfortunately this is not sustainable with our limited school budget. 
 
This increase will be implemented from January 2026. 
 
Whilst we recognise that many families are struggling with the cost of living, we still believe the 
cost of our school meals represents good value, with 4 options now being offered on most days 
which include a vegetarian option and either a sandwich and jacket potato choice. The school 
dinners are cooked on site and offer healthy and enjoyable option.  
 
Menus are available on our school website https://www.pudseylowtown.org.uk/News/Dinner-
Menus/  
 
Pupil Premium / Free School Meals 
Some children may be eligible to free school meals due to their family’s financial circumstances:  
 

Could your child be entitled to free school meals? 

If your household receives certain benefits; your child could qualify for free school meals, free school 
milk and also access to the ‘Healthy Holidays’ scheme which provides free engaging and enriching 
activities with a hot and healthy meal for children and young people during the Easter, summer and 
Christmas holidays. 

Do I qualify? 

You might be eligible if you access: 

https://www.pudseylowtown.org.uk/News/Dinner-Menus/
https://www.pudseylowtown.org.uk/News/Dinner-Menus/
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 Income support 

 Income based Jobseeker’s Allowance or Employment Support Allowance 

 Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
gross income of no more than £16,190 

 Working Tax Credit run-on 

 Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 
per month) 

 
For further details of how to check if your child may be eligible and to apply for free school 
meals, please visit the Leeds City Council website - https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-

education/apply-for-free-school-meals 
 
 
Packed lunches 
 
Your child is welcome to bring a packed lunch if they would prefer not to have a school dinner; 
we have a healthy packed lunch policy therefore please ensure that your child’s lunch complies 
with this. You must also ensure that there is NO GLASS within your child’s lunch box and that 
they do not bring any products in to school containing nuts – we have children in school who 
have severe allergies to nuts and therefore as a school we DO NOT ALLOW NUTS IN 
SCHOOL, please ensure that you check the ingredients of any items that you put in your child’s 
packed lunch and ensure that there are no nut products brought in to school. 
  
 
Your child’s meal pattern 
 
In order for our catering team to be able to manage their orders, they have asked that children 
only change meal pattern at the start of a new half term; therefore, if your child chooses to have 
school dinners they can only change to packed lunches at the start of the next half term and 
vice versa. Please advise the school office of any changes to your child’s meal pattern via email 
to admin@pudseylowtown.org.uk  
 
If you have any queries regarding lunch arrangements, please contact the school office. 
 
 
Regards,  
 
 
 
Clare Armitage 
Headteacher 
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